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0. Introduction 

Culture and biodiversity in Mediterranean wetlands 

Ramsar initiatives on culture and wetlands since 
1998, leading to Ramsar Culture Network 

Role of Med-INA and support of RCN 

Objectives: 

– reconnecting people to wetlands 

– financial benefits for local communities 
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1. Wetland restoration 
Increasing human pressures on wetlands and 
50% losses in the 20th century 

Grado Symposium in 1991 and the establishment 
of the MedWet Initiative 

Reversing loss and degradation of wetlands 
requires additional restoration actions 

Determining restoration level and objectives  

Cultural links can strengthen public support 

Maintaining and restoring cultural practices 
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2. Improving cultural infrastructure 

Developing knowledge about culture / nature links 
(Prespa Lakes and Karla Lake, Camargue) 

Disseminating knowledge through multiple means 
(Larnaka) and visitor centres ( Skocjan caves + 
Sekovlje Soline, Ghar el Melh, Sidi Boughaba) 

Providing facilities and managing visitors flows 
(Tunis Lagoon study) 
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3. Restoration in the Ramsar guidance 
New proposed objective: To use cultural practices in 
order to strengthen wetland conservation initiatives, 
through: 

– inventory of cultural resources and practices 

– broad dissemination of cultural heritage data 

– promoting cultural practices favourable to wetlands 

– including both natural and cultural heritage in restoration 
plans 

– providing management measures and facilities for visitors 

– promoting good practice case studies 
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4.1 Towards integrated restoration 

Necessary steps for integrated wetland restoration: 

– establishment of multidisciplinary experts group 

– collection of international knowledge / experience 

– research on the natural and cultural heritage of site 

– proposal of detailed restoration objectives and 
consultation with major stakeholders and the public to 
achieve substantial consensus 

– development and approval by authorities of action plan 

 



4.2 Towards integrated restoration 
Further steps: 

– parallel information campaign 

– review of the restoration process with public 
participation 

– completion of restoration actions and evaluation 

– planning of further measures to ensure sustainability 

Two more remarks: 

– possibility of decentralised actions  

– need of long-term management to ensure viability 
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5. Final points 

Wetland restoration is a difficult and expensive 
process with uncertain results 

A preferable option is to protect wetlands and 
manage them properly (Agadir Symposium) 

However, willingness of societies to restore 
wetlands constitutes a concrete demonstration of 
their multiple values for human beings 

Thus, it is a good omen for their future 
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