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Mediterranean Institute for Nature and Anthropos (MedINA) comments con-

cerning the Commission Implementing Regulation laying down rules for the 

application of Regulation (EU) 2024/1991 of the European Parliament and of 

the Council as regards a uniform format for national restoration plans  
  

Introduction   

The adoption of Nature Restoration Law (Regulation 2024/1991) has been a key element in 

the EU environmental legislation. According to Article 14 of the Regulation, “Member States 

shall each prepare a national restoration plan and carry out the preparatory monitoring and 

research needed to identify the restoration measures that are necessary to meet the restora-

tion targets and fulfil the obligations set out in Articles 4 to 13 and to contribute to the Union’s 

overarching objectives and targets set out in Article 1, taking into account the latest scientific 

evidence.”  The proposed uniform format of the National Restoration Plans is essential to en-

sure their successful implementation.  

 

MedINA's strategic goals include protecting and restoring river ecosystems while empowering 

communities to take action. We work to defend free-flowing rivers, such as Aoos, through 

conservation efforts and international collaboration. By raising awareness and providing 

tools, we help local communities engage in sustainable river management. Restoration efforts 

include implementing Nature-based Solutions and citizen science initiatives. Lastly, we advo-

cate for recognizing rivers as cultural and ecological commons, emphasizing their shared value 

and the need for collective stewardship. In addition, since 2017, MedINA has been a member 

of the international campaign Save the Blue Heart of Europe.  

 

 

The campaign aims to: 

https://balkanrivers.net/en
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• Highlight the rivers of the Balkans as the last wild and free-flowing rivers in Europe; 

and 

• Prevent the construction of hydroelectric dams along their courses, which would fur-

ther degrade their ecological status and disrupt their connectivity. 

The transboundary Aoos River (Vjosa in Albanian), along with its tributaries, serves as the 

emblematic river of the campaign. It is the longest river within the Blue Heart of Europe and 

has recently been recognized as the last free-flowing river in Europe (excluding Russia). 

MedINA has maintained an active presence in the region since 2012, playing a key role in the 

protection of the Aoos River and its tributaries, as well as in promoting the area's unique 

cultural heritage. 

MedINA is also leading multiple projects dedicated to the protection of the Aoos River and its 

tributaries, with direct links to the objectives of the Nature Restoration Law. One such initia-

tive is MapStream, which involves mapping barriers in the rivers and streams of the Saranta-

poros sub-basin. This project will produce a roadmap for documenting barriers and establish-

ing selection criteria for the removal of obsolete ones. 

Another key project is Scaling up Dam Removal: Implementation plan for Southeastern Eu-

rope, which focuses on developing a strategic framework for dam removal across the region, 

with particular emphasis on Greece, Croatia, Romania, and Slovakia. Additionally, MedINA is 

coordinating Ri-Connect, a project aimed at maintaining the free flow of the Aoos River and 

its tributaries as a transboundary ecological corridor while supporting sustainable community 

development. This objective is both timely and critical, given the growing pressures on river 

connectivity and imminent threats such as planned small hydropower plants. 

https://med-ina.org/project/mapstream-eng/
https://med-ina.org/project/scaling-up-dam-removal-southeastern-europe/
https://med-ina.org/project/scaling-up-dam-removal-southeastern-europe/
https://med-ina.org/project/ri-connect-project-en/
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MedINA’s comments primarily address the restoration of natural river connectivity and the 

ecological functions of associated floodplains, as outlined in Article 9 of the Nature Restora-

tion Law, which aligns closely with our core area of work. 

 

Comments on the Annex to the COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION 

General Comments 

While the proposed format provides a crucial foundation for each Member State’s restoration 

commitments, it is recommended that the "free text" categories include more specific guide-

lines for their completion. Additionally, it is suggested that their completion be mandatory 

rather than optional to ensure that each Member State clearly outlines its overall approach 

to each article and area of work. 

Restoration of the natural connectivity of rivers and natural functions of the 

related floodplains (Art.9) 

 

9.1.1: We propose that the description of the national approach to achieving restoration tar-

gets and fulfilling obligations for the natural connectivity of rivers and the ecological functions 

of related floodplains be made mandatory. Each Member State should be required to outline 

its approach and assess the overall level of engagement. Furthermore, this section should 

include links and references to relevant methodological descriptions. 

9.2.1.1: It is recommended that the term “additional” be included in this section to clarify 

that the reported river length results from barrier removal, excluding existing free-flowing 

sections prior to the 2020 baseline. 
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9.2.4: MedINA welcomes the proposed categories in the list of artificial barriers to be re-

moved. 

9.3.1.1: It is proposed that Member States be required to specify the total length of free-

flowing rivers to be achieved through the removal of artificial barriers for both 2040 and 2050. 

Setting clear and measurable targets is essential to ensuring accountability and effective im-

plementation. The inclusion of 2040 targets is particularly important, as it will encourage 

strategic commitment and facilitate timely delivery. 

9.3.2.1: The recommendations outlined for 9.3.1.1 should also be applied to this section. 

Additional Information IV – Inventory of artificial surface water barriers 

(Art.15(3)(i) and (n)) 

A.4.2: We propose that both b) river basin district ID and c) river name be indicated, as river 

basin districts cover extensive areas, making the precise location of barriers difficult to deter-

mine. Including the river name is essential, while the river basin ID helps distinguish between 

homonymous rivers. 

A.4.5: We recommend making this category mandatory rather than optional, as identifying 

the impacts of barriers on connectivity is crucial. 

Before determining whether the examined barrier is obsolete (A.4.6), we propose adding an 

assessment of its functionality and current use. 

Overall Statement 

The proposed uniform format for National Restoration Plans sets high standards to ensure 

the timely, consistent, and effective implementation of Member States’ commitments to re-

storing degraded ecosystems. However, we stress the importance of each Member State 

monitoring progress toward the targets set in these plans and committing to their implemen-

tation. The Nature Restoration Regulation represents a significant step at this critical junc-

ture for Europe’s environmental future. 


